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New Newsletter Editor –  
A Familiar Face!

I served as the Journal Editor from 1988-1999, and I
am pretty sure I can do this task, though probably not as 
beautifully as Bob Haack did for so many years.  Now that 
I am retired from the University of Michigan, I'll have 
more time to spend on book writing, some free-lance work,
and I can certainly fit editing the Newsletter in my spare 
time.  However, I can't do it alone – I will reiterate what 
Bob Haack has said so many times in the past – send 
me your articles, news bits, links to emerging topics, 
and whatever items you may deem newsworthy!  I 
cannot edit the MES Newsletter without your submissions. 
Since we are totally online now, it will be less of a problem
of length and printing the issues, not to mention the cost of 
mailing them.  When I feel that we have enough for a 
timely release of the Newsletter, it will be posted online as 
a PDF, and you will be able to read it online and/or print it 
yourself if you feel the need to.

The Newsletter should be a place for society 
announcements and an official  record of MES activities. I 
also welcome articles that don't meet the criteria for the 
journal, and of course, material that is of interest to our 
membership.  With all of the interesting entomologists and 
diverse array of interests of the members, I hope that the 
newsletter will become a place for the exchange of ideas as
well as presenting timely news and official activities of the 
MES.

You can send your material to my email: 
mfobrien@gmail.com and make sure to include any 
images as separate files from the text.  I look forward to 
serving the MES in this new role.

– Mark F. O'Brien
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President ...............................................Matthew Douglas
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Member-at-Large..........................................Toby Petrice
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Member-at-Large...........................................James Dunn
dunnj@gvsu.edu

Lead Journal Scientific Editor....................Kristi Bugaski
kristi.bugaski@valpo.edu
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Associate Journal Editors........................Anthony Cognato,
Julie Craves, David Houghton, Ronald Priest, William 
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http://www.michentsoc.org/mesapplic.pdf

MARTINOPTERA

Semi-mythical Personages and the
Stamp of Entomological Immortality

Martin J. Andree 

There are few places left in this world where one can 
write his name into the wet cement of the history, or as 
Steinbeck best said, “Make an addition the Grand Journal.”
Back in the day, one could easily found a small town in 
northern Michigan and call it Andree’s Pine Stump 
Junction. Back then it was possible to lend the revered 
family cognomen to some formerly nameless cow path, 
which endures today as Andree Avenue. 

In the early years of entomology, opportunities 
abounded for hitching your name to just about any old six-
legged beast that happened to crawl up your sleeve.
Let’s face it; the likes of Grote, Walker, Fabre, Grenier and 
that most famous name piker of all, Linnaeus, all had it 
pretty easy.

As the phone book of insect names grew, it became 
more difficult to tag your name behind some long Latin 
binomial.  In reviewing authorship, the field of those 
names with a large portfolio starts to dwindle quickly 
around 1880. Those of us in the modern age were left to 
soldier on in the darker, more obscure corners of our trade..

The lists of names of those who described just two or 
three species is short, but not nearly as short as my favorite
group of authors, which I fondly refer to as, “The One Hit 
Wonders.” These characters, at least most of them, left 
their mark in the Grand Journal of Entomology, but left us 
little more information than their names.

As the well of pedestrian insects to name was running 
dry, these guys just made the cut and got their name in the 
record book with just one insect; Benj 1921, Boddie 1850, 
Hamp 1903 and Moore and Rawson 1939, Speyer 1870 
and my all time favorite top Billboard group of “One Hit 
Wonders,” Putman –Cramer 1886.

Now, unless you are working on describing the hyper-
parasites of the lesser known, poorly described rain forest 
tree crickets, the chances of us getting our name into the 
historical record books are pretty slim. 

A rarefied few have taken the back door to 
entomological immortality.  One was a distinguished 
scientist; the other was a simple cabinetmaker (maybe). 

Let’s start with the scientist. His name bearing 
contribution is actually quite contemporary and known to 
all entomologists.  He was a born of humble beginnings in 
West Virginia, worked as a used car salesman, graduated 
from Oberlin in 1917, and ended his formal education with
a PhD in plant pathology from the University of 
Wisconsin. His life’s work covered many diverse 
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disciplines from his well-known publications on the causes
of crown gall and white pine blister rust to being one of the
early innovators of the process of intense cultivation and 
harvesting of poplars for wood pulp.  He authored the 
revered, “Introduction to Plant Diseases.” During his long 
intellectual life however, he did not author a single species 
of any kind.

How then did he do it? How is it that we have enshrined
his name? How is it that his name rolls off our or tongues 
with little thought as to who this man was?

In an article about the good doctor, by Luis Sequeira, in
Biographical Memoirs, Volume 65, National Academy of 
Sciences of the United States of America, 1994. The author
either didn’t know, or perhaps more likely, was so 
overwhelmed by all of the wonderful scientific milestones 
and contributions that this man made to the field of plant 
pathology, that there was just not enough room to shoehorn
in the contribution that bears his famous moniker. 

Who among us doesn’t know his name? Who among us
hasn’t held a few of his name’s sakes in our very hands? I 
dare say, we all have. His contribution was never 
mentioned in the article on his life, which is too bad really, 
as Albert Joyce Riker (1894-1982) is worthy of having his 
name in the Grand Journal of Entomology, right up there 
with the titans of nomenclature. 

Now, to the complicated story of the cabinetmaker, or 
perhaps the reverend whose name has become inseparable 
from our craft.  The trouble here, depending on what 
version of history you believe, he is either called: Johann 
Schmidt, Johann Schmitt, John Schmitt, Rev. Jerome 
Schmitt, Rev. P. Hieronymus Schmitt, Gebhard Schmitt or 
possibly all of the above, with the surname changed to 
Smith.

This scuttlebutt of the multitude of Smiths was first 
addressed in Ward’s Entomological Bulletin in June 1933, 
issue no. 6, where they attempted to answer this burning 
question in a short article titled, “Who Was Mr. Schmitt?”

The opening paragraph of the article aptly captures the 
spirit of this mysterious naming convention.

“ It is a sad fact that Mr. Schmitt, after whom our famous 
insect boxes were named, belongs in the category of semi-
mythical personages along with King Gambrinus and King
Arthur.  No one seems to know what Mr. Schmitt did to 
deserve having his name perpetuated in this way, but has 
now become part of the entomological literature.” 

Apparently the article was poppy cock, and considered 
a grave injustice to the facts. The office at Ward’s was 
overcome with an avalanche of letters by, “Many of the 
older generation of entomologists,” who rabidly leapt into 
the fray in an attempt to straighten out the tale of one too 
many Schmitts. They had proof that the real Mr. Schmidt, 
Schmitt, Smith was not a, “ semi-mythical personage,” at 
all, but in fact, was a real flesh and blood German cabinet 
maker by the name of Johann Schmitt. So they claimed.

This Schmitt, sometimes also spelled Schmidt, a 
common variant at the time, immigrated to America in 
1853. Sometime in the early 1880’s, Schmitt settled in 
Brooklyn, hung out his shingle and setup his 
cabinetmaker’s shop. The historical record does lend some 
evidence that Schmitt himself was also a collector of 
insects.  He had a son by the name of Johann Bernhard 
Schmitt who became smitten with Noctuoidea and needed 
a place to house his growing collection. Schmitt the Elder 
designed and built the first Schmitt boxes for Schmitt the 
Younger.

So far the story seems pretty straight forward, but it 
runs amok in the quick sands of time in short order.

Schmitt the Younger, Johann Bernhard Schmitt, 
Anglicized his name to John B. Smith and went on to great
and dizzying entomological heights in his own way. He 
was instrumental in the formative years of the Brooklyn 
Entomological Society and eventually won the post of 
State Entomologist for New Jersey. This Schmitt gives us 
an unequalled, one-two punch in getting his name cast into 
the historical record. Not only is his name associated with 
the Schmitt Box, but just peruse a list of authorship for 
Noctuids and you will see the unassuming author mark of 
Sm., over and over and over again. Smith may have been a 
common name, this Smith, however was anything but. 

During his years in Brooklyn, his father’s boxes 
became de rigor for those in the Brooklyn Entomological 
Society.  Eventually they were happened upon my 
esteemed entomologist C.V. Riley who ordered them for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, assuring both the box 
and the Schmitt name iconic standing in our league. 

Eventually, Schmitt the Elder retired and sometime in 
the 1890’s sold his business to George Franck, also of 
Brooklyn, who called his company, “The American 
Entomological Company.” It was Franck that turned the 
Schmitt Box into a household brand when he claimed in 
his early advertisements “Manufactures of the original and 
celebrated Schmitt Insect Boxes.”

Sometime in 1913, Ward’s Scientific purchased the 
American Entomological Company from Franck and as 
part of the transaction obtained the designs and rights to 
the original Schmitt box. In a smooth marketing move to 
solidify their hold on the legitimacy of the brand, they 
retained one employee, Mr. Frank Rogowitz. He was one 
of the original cabinetmakers from Mr. Franck’s company 
and the only foreman to supervise the construction of the 
Schmitt Boxes.  This gave Ward’s a bulletproof alibi that 
they were indeed the manufacturers of “The Original 
Schmitt Box.”

This was important to Ward’s because at the time, as 
there were several other makers of similar boxes, such as 
John Burr of Camden, New Jersey and a second brand sold
by Ward’s, based on the design of Professor J. Douglas 
Hood, of the University of Rochester. With the purchase of 
The American Entomological Company, along with the 
hiring of their key employee over production of the 
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Schmitt Box, Ward’s was able to capture the market and 
forge The Schmitt Box brand into a namesake entity that 
endures today.

But wait, does the heritage story Ward’s wanted us to 
believe in 1913 really hold water? Is it the entire story? 
What about, Rev. P. Hieronymus Schmitt and Gebhard? 
For one of the stranger coincidences of history, this tale of 
the Schmitts exceeds all. 

Another German, a contemporary of cabinetmaker 
Schmitt, immigrated to America in 1853. He was also an 
avid collector of insects. He settled in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, and became an ordained priest in 1881. His 
name was Gebhard Schmitt, once ordained, changed to 
Rev. P. Hieronymus Schmitt and finally de Latinized to 
Jerome Schmitt.

Jerome Schmitt the German immigrant, insect collector 
and priest and Johann Schmitt the German immigrant, 
insect collector and cabinetmaker are not related.

Although not as well documented in the literature, as 
vital records were lost in a fire in 1963, it appears highly 
probable that Jerome was the true inventor and designer of 
the Schmitt Box. He specialized in ants and beetles and 
needed a sturdy safe means to travel with his specimens. 
He was not interested in capitalizing on his design, but 
instead, according to Dr. Alexander B. Klots, “Permitted a 
cabinet maker in the East to manufacture and sell the 
boxes. This cabinet maker also had the name Schmitt.”

Dr. Klots was working at the time for Ward Scientific 
and cited a letter in which Dr. Eugene Marry-Aaron 
corresponded with Jerome.  He, “…alluded to his boxes 
are still to be had in Brooklyn from Johann Schmitt.”

All Schmitts aside, it appears as if Jerome came up with
the original box design, did not want to be bothered with 
the details of commerce, contacted Johann and allowed 

him to improve the design and conform it to standards 
more easily replicated in quantity. How Schmitt one, found
Schmitt two remains a mystery. 

The confusion surrounding one of the most enduring 
names in entomology is a suitable puzzle for even the most
exacting taxonomist. The synonymy in the nomenclature is
without parallel, and determining a holotype or lectotype, 
nearly impossible. The best outcome to the Schmitt v. 
Schmitt argument, of pinning a name on a simple wooden 
box, would be a cotype. I’m not so sure that Johann 
Schmidt, Johann Schmitt, John Schmitt, Rev. Jerome 
Schmitt, Rev. P. Hieronymus Schmitt, Gebhard Schmitt 
would agree, but as for me, I’m most happy to accept.

Do You Have a Blog?

Social media apps are now an important aspect of 
communication, and Twitter and Facebook, to name the 
most-used,  are certainly used by many entomologists.  
However, before the rise of social media popularity, blogs 
were, and still are important in disseminating knowledge to
a broad audience.   The advantage of blogging is that most 
of the software platforms (WordPress and Blogger, for 
example) maintain an archive of past posts, and with the 
search function, you can recall topics that may be of 
interest.  That's a lot different from tweeting, which is 
devoid of any in-depth information.  In addition, you can 
write as much as you want, illustrate it, and be a more 
effective communicator about your research, interests, and 
whatever interests you.  I know that I follow some blogs 
very closely, and when it comes to natural history – there 
are some really good writers out there that share their 
passion via a blog.  They can be far more timely than a 
publication and can generate interest as an adjunct to your 
more scientific publications.  

Blogs can reach a greater audience, simply because of 
the web searches that can pull them up.  You shouldn't let 
your blog go stale, either. Static blogs don't get hit as often.
You also can't let it take over your life, so I suggest weekly
to monthly updates, depending on the topic and timeliness 
of the posts.  The University of California at Riverside has 
a nice (though 4-yr old) list of bug blogs that you can 
peruse at: http://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?
postnum=13109

If you have an entomology blog, send the link to me 
and I'll feature it in an upcoming issue of the MES 
Newsletter.
– Mark O'Brien
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Watch Out for Day-Flying
“Bumblebee Hawkmoths” this

summer!
Matthew Douglas

Hemaris thysbe is a common diurnal sphingid in Michigan, so 
with luck you will see them around Bee Balm (Monarda spp) and
Joe Pye Weed (Eutrochium spp.).

All sphingids are facultative endotherms (typically 
heating up only the thorax) and can regulate their flight 
temperature in several different ways, but only diurnally 
active species can regulate their thoracic temperatures both
behavioral by basking and physiologically by muscular 
thermogenesis.  Diurnal sphingids such as Hemaris thysbe 
(above) have the option of being ectothermic, absorbing 
enough solar energy by basking under moderately sunny 
conditions to reach a thoracic flight temperature that 
permits continuous hovering flight. However, the 
combination of continuously hovering in direct sunlight 
under high thermal conditions presents the very real 
possibility of overheating.

The indirect thoracic muscles that permit such flight 
activity are metabolically the most active tissues known; 
however, only about 20% of the energy generated actually 
goes into the movement of the muscles, the remaining 80 
percent must be dissipated as heat energy, primary by 
convective heat loss to the air. This ability to regulate body
temperature by behavioral and/or physiological means to 
maintain thoracic temperature within a range that permits, 
maintains, or preserves normal activities vital to the 
organism such as foraging, locating mates, or finding 
suitable oviposition sites.

The Sphingidae are a moderate-sized family of 
approximately 1000 species of moths on the world level 

with about 120 endemic or visiting summertime species 
north of the Mexican border.  The family reaches its 
greatest development in the wet tropics, with the number of
species becoming fewer and fewer with increasing latitude,
so that Alaska, for example, is represented by only three 
(all diurnal) species as far as I know.  There is a 
tremendous weight range within the family with body 
weights ranging from 0.15 gm in the smallest diurnal 
species to over 6.0 gm in the largest tropical nocturnal 
species. Some genera, such as Hemaris are exclusively 
diurnal, and many diurnal genera are apparently bee 
mimics, although, empirical supporting evidence for this 
contention is still lacking, making it a “just so” story.  

Sphingids are capable of a metabolic “warm up” by the 
synchronous contraction of the indirect thoracic flight 
muscles—the vertical and longitudinal columns of striated 
muscle within the meso- and metathoracic segments.  
These muscles are not attached directly to the wings, but to
the tergum and sternum of the thorax.  In strong fliers, such
as sphingids, thoracic muscles may make up 30% of the 
total body weight. Flight is basically attained by 
contracting and relaxing these muscles alternately, thereby 
deforming the thoracic capsule and using the wing as a 
fulcrum. There are direct muscles that attach onto the alar 
and axillary sclerites at the wing bases that control pitch 
and deflection of the wings.  Lift and thrust are controlled 
by deflection and length of stroke, whereas speed is 
determined by the volume of air moved per unit time and 
the angle of attack to the prevailing wind currents provided
by the wing surface area.  Hovering is accomplished when 
the components of lift, gravity, thrust, and drag equal zero. 
The wing beat frequency ranges from 10 to approximately 
80 beats/sec and flight speed varies from 5 to 25 mph. 

During the metabolic warm-up, H. thysbe props up the 
thorax and vibrates its wings in small amplitude arcs at 
rapid frequency. Thoracic temperature increases rapidly 
and the excess heat production also means an increase in 
the rate of heat loss due to convection.  By monitoring the 
temperature of hovering moths with minute thermocouples 
imbedded in the flight muscles, we have determined that 
sphingids maintain elevated thoracic temperatures 
sometimes 20°C and higher above ambient!  Excessive 
thoracic temperatures (above 45°C, about 8°C warmer than
our 37°C body temperature) are unavoidable at the higher 
ambient temperatures above 25°C and the moths 
physiologically stabilizes thoracic temperature by 
removing excess heat via haemolymph (“blood”) 
circulation to the poorly insulated abdomen.  By the time 
the blood has returned to the dorsal vessel, it has been 
maximally cooled before traversing through the cooling 
coil within the thoracic muscles.  However, the 
combination of continuously hovering in direct sunlight 
under high thermal conditions presents the very real 
possibility of overheating!
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2016-2018: A Time of Changes

Robert A. Haack, MES Past-President
Email: rhaack@fs.fed.us or hack@msu.edu

It has been quite a year for the Michigan 
Entomological Society (MES).  We have made major 
changes in both of our Society publications as well as how 
MES conducts some of its administrative business.  Here 
are a few of the details.

Under the leadership of Kristi Bugajski and Alicia
Bray—our lead editors for The Great Lakes Entomologist 
(TGLE)—our journal has moved to an online format 
hosted by Valparaiso University 
(http://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/), which is where Kristi is a 
member of the Biology Department faculty.  In addition to 
hosting the PDF files of our journal articles, the site will 
also handle our manuscript submission and review 
processes.  However, layout of accepted papers is still 
being done by a professional typesetter, who creates PDF 
files of the papers, which are then posted on our website at 
Valpo.  In addition, back issues of TGLE (which was 
initially called The Michigan Entomologist from 1966-
1971) are also being scanned and uploaded to the site.  
Many thanks to Kristi and Alicia for helping MES make 
this transition.

There have also been significant changes to the 
MES Newsletter editorial staff.  After announcing last year 
that I (Bob Haack) would step down as Newsletter Editor, 
a position that I filled for nearly three decades (1988-
2016), Mark O'Brien has stepped forward to serve as 
editor.  The Newsletter will be published only online 
starting in 2018, at our MES webpage <michentsoc.org>. 
Mark has complete freedom to change the format and 
publication frequency of the newsletter, so expect changes. 
But please, remember this is your newsletter, so use it to 
share insect-related stories, announce collecting trips, and 
similar items of interest.  It is not easy to publish a 
newsletter if no one submits stories!

In addition to moving our MES publications to an 
electronic format, many of our society’s administrative 
tasks will now be done online as well.  For example, voting
in the 2017 MES elections was recently conducted using 
Google Forms.  For those MES members for which we do 
not have an email address on file, they were mailed a ballot
this year, but that will stop in 2018.  Therefore, please 
share your email address with Adrienne O’Brien, MES 
Secretary, at amobrien@umich.edu so that we can 
communicate with you and let you know when new MES 
publications have been posted.  

Matt Douglas organized an exciting MES 2017 
Annual Meeting in August at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 
(PCCI), near Hastings, Michigan.  I hope that many of you 
attended the annual meeting at such an excellent location.  
During the always exciting Business Meeting portion of 

the 2017 Annual Meeting, we voted on some changes to 
the MES Constitution and Bylaws that were listed in the 
Fall 2016 issue of the MES Newsletter (p. 36).  These 
changes will include minor editorial adjustments to state 
that MES will use electronic means to communicate rather 
than US mail, and that we will speed up the timeline for 
notification and voting on constitutional changes.  You 
have by this time, received an online ballot information 
and I hope that you will have voted.

Hope to see you at the annual meeting in 2018!

Sincerely,

Bob Haack

2018 DSA Meeting in Minnesota!

The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Dragonfly Society of the 
Americas (DSA) will be held on the north shore of Lake 
Superior near Finland, MN from 13-15 July 2018 with pre-
meeting field trips 10-12 July and post-meeting field trips 
16-17 July. Everyone from beginners to experts are 
welcome.

Registration is now open through the website. Don’t delay!
This is high tourist season and many places will sell out 
early.   Meeting organizer is Mitch Haag,  
Mitchell.Haag@threeriversparks.org

See meeting website for more details: 

https://sites.google.com/udel.edu/dsa2018/home
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Integrated Pest Management Internship
at Dow Gardens

Title:    Integrated Pest Management Internship
Supervisor(s):   Entomologist
Employment Type:  Seasonal  
Compensation:   Commensurate with experience
Application:   Please send cover letter, resume, and three 
references (including email addresses)

Mail to:    Elly Maxwell,  Horticulturist   
1018 W. Main Street
Midland, MI 48640 
email: maxwell@dowgardens.org

Position Summary
The IPM intern will scout and manage a diverse landscape 
for pests and diseases, with a special focus on safety  and 
application technique. Weekly work includes tending a 
pollinator garden, greenhouse pest control, beekeeping, 
and public outreach. A small component includes rotation 
through additional sta  to learn about public  gardening. 
Interns will work with an entomologist to complete a 
special project and presentation that will benefit Dow 
Gardens. 

This is a minimum 14-week, paid internship. Housing is 
available if needed. 

Qualifications
• Junior or senior in a program of entomology or related 
field of study.
• Adheres to safety protocols introduced at beginning of 
program.
• Understands appropriate presentation and interaction with
the public.
• The ability to perform manual labor under varying 
weather conditions.
• Be self-motivated and enjoy working alone, as well as 
with a crew.
• Possess or ability to obtain a valid Michigan commercial 
pesticide applicator license.  
• Possess a valid driver’s license.

About Dow Gardens and Whiting Forest
Founded in 1899, the 164-acre Dow Gardens is the 
signature gift of The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation.  More than 130,000 annual visitors enjoy an 
Estate Garden, Exploration Garden, and Whiting Forest. 

Book Review
Martin J. Andree

mjandree@comcast.net

Moths, Myths, & Mosquitoes - The Eccentric Life
of Harrison G. Dyar Jr.
Marc E. Epstein, 325 Pages, Oxford University 
Pres, 2017

One of the great things about attending the 
Entomological Society of America’s annual meeting: 
plenaries, symposia and the great hors d’oeuvres aside… is
the trade show. And one of the great things about the trade 
show is the books, and one of the great things about the 
books, is that often times, the authors are there to talk 
about their books and offer to personally inscribe them, a 
gesture I always find deeply satisfying.

At this year’s ESA meeting, between talks on mating 
disruption and the origins and antiquity of pollen-feeding 
in the vespid wasps, I had time to wander aimlessly 
through the trade floor, sipping bad coffee and drooling 
over such treasures as cooling plates, unparalleled 
assortments of nets, live tarantulas in unsecured cottage 
cheese containers, and of course books.

At The Lepidopterist’s Society booth, on the trade show
floor, sat Marc Epstein hawking his new book:
“Moths, Myths, & Mosquitoes, The Eccentric Life of 
Harrison G. Dyar Jr.”

I’m fascinated with the gilded age of entomology in 
America and the cast of characters with nets, pipes, and 
large mustaches, who never dreamt of heading into the 
field dressed in anything less than full suit and tie.  

The stage of that era is crowded with strange actors and
outlandish oddballs, but none can come close to competing
with Dyar. He is the undisputed king, and I could not resist 
the chance to read Marc’s new book and learn more.

The book offers an excellent and exhaustive biography 
of the subject’s life and the times in which he lived. Who 
among us, especially if your own eccentricities tend 
towards Lepidoptera or Diptera, have not asked, “Who is 
the Dyar dude and how in the heck did he manage to 
author, like, everything?” As the book points out, Dyar was
one of the titans and is credited with naming over 3,000 
species!

Once you get into the book, and begin to understand all
of the external forces and one very strange hobby of 
Dyar’s, the fact that he was so prolific in his naming frenzy
is almost beyond comprehension. 

To begin with, if I had to invent a scientific name for 
Dyar, I mean if I had worked out his life history and had 
the honor of bestowing his moniker, it would be something
like Dyar scoundrelli bombasticus (Andree 2017), as he 
was all of that.
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The book clearly points out that he didn’t get along 
with almost everyone he met.  It would be fair to say that 
Dyar did not care a whit for what anyone thought of him, 
his work or his station in life. He was quick with the pen to
pick fights, throw colleagues under the bus, and be just 
plain irascible.

The contentious nature of his personality consumed so 
much of his time, alienated him from so many of the 
leading entomologists of the day, and ruined his family life.
One wonders that if he were just a tad bit more forgiving 
and biddable, he might have authored 15,001 species, thus 
beating the world champion, Edward Meyrick with roughly
15,000 species and subspecies to his credit. Instead he 
described just a measly 3,000 species. It was apparently 
more important to Dyar to carry petty embassies into the 
far quarters of battle with his contemporaries, than to just 
get on with it.  After reading the book, it’s truly a wonder 
he wasn’t shot in a duel by his own second. He was just 
that bristly. 

Between the pages, Marc brings the real Dyar to life.  
He seems tragically helpless to alter his collision course 
with ruination. The author takes us patiently through all of 
the rows that limited his goals at almost every turn, from 
his epic feud with J.B. Smith to the allocations (founded in 
this case) of the theft of many of his type specimens by 
William Barnes. He fought constantly over title and 
position, over chain of command of specimens, over 
methodology, but mostly over taxonomy. He had a bad 
habit of rubbing almost all of the guardians of that age the 
wrong way, including; Charles V. Riley, Jack Barns, 
George D. Hulst, Charles H. Fernald, William Schaus, and 
August Busck, just to name a few!

Epstein shows us the breadth of Dyar’s travels and 
studies, his almost maniacal foci that shifted throughout his
life, from his pet Lepidoptera group the Limacodidae (the 
slug moths) to his precise dalliance with sawflies, and 
finally his deep and final delve into mosquitoes.

When he wasn’t honking off fellow entomologist with 
his scathing letters, traveling all over the county for 
specimens, authoring thousands of insects new to science, 
or making another batch of quince jelly, he was apparently 
very busy being an underhanded Victorian playboy and 
bigamist.  I know, a bigamist.

How he had the time is one of the biggest mysteries to 
me, but he somehow managed to have one legitimate wife 
and family, and concurrently was secretly married to 
another woman, under a fake name, with whom he also 
fathered another family. All of this debauchery took place 
in Washington D.C., with the two wives living just blocks 
from one another, and to think he had time to make quince 
jelly.

Now if all of this isn’t enough to keep you from turning
the pages of the strange story of this brilliant, sometimes 
unhinged genius, let me add a few more tempting clues 
into how he spent his, dare I say it, spare time. He was a 
prolific fiction writer of short stories and novellas. Some 

even saw commercial publication. He was also a minor 
player in the New York rental properties market, buying, 
selling and swapping high dollar properties like it was, as 
the author points out, a real life Monopoly game.

The book makes the reader stop and ponder the super 
powers this guy must have possessed, and how did he 
accomplish all of this in just one life?  The story gets better
and Epstein wisely holds one of the most bizarre elements 
of the story of Dyar’s life for last. He had a strange 
predilection to tunnel, and tunnel he did!

According to Dyar, “for recreation and exercise,” he 
tunneled from a secret entrance in the basement of one of 
his DC houses all over the neighborhood like a deranged 
miner, some 30 feet deep while others over 200 feet long. 
He created a secret underground, labyrinth, complete with 
bricked walls, archways and electric lights. The tunnels 
were discovered when a passing truck caused a cave in and
opened a gaping hole in the sidewalk. After the authorities 
were able to connect Dyar to the bizarre subterranean 
burrowing, he had this to offer in his 
defense,“….surrounded only by the damp brown walls of 
old Mother Earth, I was seized with an undeniable fancy to
keep on going.” 

The author does an admirable and detailed job of 
helping us to understand this brilliant and eccentric genius 
of our tribe. His colorful and cantankerous character, his 
entry into the Baha’i faith, his belligerent nature, and his 
incredible contributions to our field, all helps us to 
understand Dyar, the age in which he toiled, and conditions
in which he worked. The book is as informative as it is 
entertaining. Once I started reading...I was seized with an 
undeniable fancy to keep going.

MES Historical Notes for 2017
Robert A. Haack

1992 – 25 years ago. In early 1992, Fred Stehr was 
President; Roland Fischer was President-Elect (but due to 
his unexpected death, Cathy Bach was later elected); 
Eugene Kenaga was immediate Past-President; Mo Nielsen
was Treasurer, Ned Walker was Secretary; Cathy Bristow, 
Ron Priest, and Dan Herms were the three Members-at-
Large; Mark O’Brien was Journal Editor; and Bob Haack 
and George Heaton were the Newsletter Editors. The 38th 
MES Annual Meeting was held 25 June 1992 at Michigan 
State University in East Lansing. The meeting was 
dedicated to the memory of MSU Entomology Professor 
Roland Fischer (1924-1992). 

...Continued on pg. 12

Newsletter of the Michigan Entomological Society Vol. 62 No. 1 8



BREAKING DIAPAUSE, 2018

Saturday, April 28th, 2018 Hauenstein Room
10:30 to 2:30 

Frederik Meijer Garden

We hope you can attend Breaking Diapause this year!  The 
Frederik Meijer Gardens has an international reputation! 
MES will pay for our entrance to the garden as well as a 
catered lunch.  All you have to do is come early (10:00) 
and get ready to experience spring at the gardens!  

You will have the following FREE:

* Parking
* Entrance to the amazing Butterflies are Blooming 
exhibit (this will still be going strong)
* Entrance to the current International Sculpture/Art 
Gallery
* Use of all outdoor trails, amenities, sculptures, and 
flower gardens
* Hiking along the extensive trails of an amazing 
Japanese Garden
* Entrance to all Seasonal Exhibits
* Entrance to the Xeric Biome and Seasonal Room
* Entrance to the auxiliary support Greenhouses (many, 
many orchids!)

Send your reservations back as soon as possible so we can 
get an accurate head count! Email to mdouglas@grcc.edu

Names: 

(Short) Talk Title: 

Computer? YES ___  NO___

Display Table Space (give an estimate of the square 
footage you’ll need and what you will be displaying).

NOTE: Lunch will be about 12:00 and MES officer 
meeting afterward. You can roam the entire property until 
it closes!

See you there!
Matt Douglas

2018 NEW STATE REPORTS
Ron Priest

Michigan State University, Department of Entomology, 
East Lansing, MI 48824. Email: priest@msu.edu

The following submissions are all from Gary Parsons, 
Collection Manager of the A. J. Cook Arthropod Research 
Collection at Michigan State University.  Not only did he 
assemble all four records but he also put together the 
following descriptions and photos.
Do keep alert for new records that you’d like to submit 
next year either as part of this series or writing an article 
yourself.

Species: Stevenia deceptoria (Loew)
Order/Family: Diptera, Rhinophoridae
Common Name: woodlouse fly
Submitted by: Gary Parsons
Location: Michigan, Ingham Co., East Lansing, Michigan 
State University, Horticultureal Farm, 42.675N, 84.490W 
(42°40’49.9994”N, 84°29’23.9994”W), #157, flower host: 
Dianthus chinensis – collected as part of a MSU study 
looking at pollinators of ornamental plants.
Date: 13 July 2017
Collector: Collin O’Neil
Identifier: Gary Parsons
Deposition: Eventually to be placed in the A.J. Cook 
Arthropod Research Collection, MSU
Photographer: Photo from Bug Guide (
https://bugguide.net/node/view/1284985 )
This species is introduced from the Palaearctic. It was first 
recorded in the U.S. in 2010, and previously, was known 
only from Ohio, Hamilton Co., and Pennsylvania, 
Alleghany Co. These flies are parasitoids of terrestrial 
woodlice (sowbugs) (Isopoda: Oniscoidea)
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References: 
https://bugguide.net/node/view/1185641
O’Hara, J.E., P. Cerretti and G.A. Dahlem. 2015. First 
North American Record of the Palaearctic 
rhinophorid Stevenia deceptoria (Loew) (Diptera: 
Rhinophoridae). Zootaxa 4058 (2): 293-295.

Species: Depressarioa depressana (Fabricius)
Order/Family: Lepidoptera, Depressariidae
Common Name: purple carrot-seed moth
Submitted by: Gary Parsons
Location: Michigan, Ingham Co., East Lansing, MSU 
Entomology Farm and MI, Clinton Co., ~1 mi SE of Rose 
Lake WRA, home of Elwin Evans – reared from seed 
heads of Daucus carota (Queen-Anne’s-Lace)
Date: plants collected 8-12 September 2017, emerged vari-
ous dates thereafter
Collectors: Gary Parsons, Elwin Evans
Identifier: Gary Parsons
Deposition: Vouchers in A.J. Cook Arthropod Research 
Collection, MSU
Photographer: Gary Parsons
Notes:  Discovered while trying to rear out specimens of 
Sitochora palealis (Denis & Schiffermuller) (Lepidoptera: 
Crambidae), another European introduction, to add adult 
specimens to the ARC collection.
This species is widespread in Europe where it feeds on 
Daucus carota (wild carrot, Queen-Anne’s-Lace) and simi-
lar plants. It was first recorded in North America in Quebec
and Ontario in 2013. It previously was recorded from 
Ontario, Quebec and New York.
References: 
Landry, J.F. et al. 2013. Shared but overlooked: 30 species 
of Holarctic Microlepidoptera revealed by DNA barcodes 
and morphology. Zootaxa, 3749(1):1-93.
Moth Photographers Group website #942.1 shows previous
records.
http://mothphotographersgroup.msstate.edu/species.php?
hodges=924.1 

Species: Cotinus nitida (Linnaeus)
Order/Family: Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae, Cetoninae
Common Name: green June beetle
Submitted by: Chris Adams, Gary Parsons
Location: Michigan, Livingston Co., Fowlerville – crawl-
ing down driveway of Chris Adams home 
Date: 3 September 2017
Collectors: Chris Adams
Identifier: Chris Adams, Confirmed by: Gary Parsons
Deposition: Voucher in A.J. Cook Arthropod Research 
Collection, MSU
Photographer: Gary Parsons
Notes:  This species is found throughout much of the East-
ern U.S., with Bug Guide indicating a range of TX-FL-NY-
NE. There were no previous specimens of this beetle in the
MSU collection and no previous mention of it could be 
found in the literature. However, when looking through the
collections that the General Entomology class taught at 
MSU turned in in December, two additional specimens 
were found, one from a soybean field in Marcellus, MI, 
Cass Co., collected in July 2017, and one supposedly from 
East Lansing, MI, September 2017. Student collectors in 
these classes often mis-label where they collected their 
specimens, so while the Marcellus record is likely valid, 
the East Lansing record may be suspect without further 
verification. However, it certainly suggests that this beetle 
may be established and is becoming widespread in south-
ern Michigan. 
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REDISCOVERED IN MICHIGAN

Species: Nicrophorus americanus Olivier
Order/Family: Coleoptera, Silphidae
Common Name: American burying beetle
Submitted by: Gary Parsons, Kyle Irwin
Location: Michigan, Muskegon Co., Ravena, Patterson 
County Park  
Date: 17 August 2017
Discovered by: Kyle Irwin
Identifier: Kyle Irwin, Confirmed by: Gary Parsons, 
Howard Russell
Deposition: The specimen was photographed and released
Photographer: Kyle Irwin
Notes:  This is a Federally endangered species, thought to 
be extinct in Michigan since the 1980’s. The last specimen 
record in the MSU collection is from Manistique, School-

craft Co. in 1981. Several additional specimens in the 
MSU collection are from mid-Michigan in the Lower 
Peninsula and date from the 1950’. This is an exciting find 
and the US Fish  & Wildlife Service, Michigan DNR and 
Michigan Natural Features Inventory have been notified. 
Mr. Irwin set out baited pitfall traps to see if additional 
specimens could be found, but no further reports have been
sent so presumable]y no additional specimens have been 
found. However, additional surveys by the US F&W are 
likely. A reminder: this is a federally Endangered and 
protected species, and should not be collected. 

Recent Departures

Ronald W. Hodges, Aug. 7, 1934 - Dec. 10, 2017

Ron Hodges, 83, died at his home in Eugene, Oregon. 
Ron was born in Lansing, MI, and received his B.S. and 
M.S. degrees from MSU. He received his PhD. from 
Cornell University in 1961.  A life-long Lepidopterist, he 
was an expert in the Gelechioidea, and a driving force in 
the Moths Of North America series of publications.  Ron 
attended the 50th Anniversary meeting of the MES at 
Higgins Lake. He will be greatly missed by his family, 
friends and colleagues.  So many students of the Lepi-
doptera benefited from his work on micro-moths, as well 
as the "Hodges Check-list of Lepidoptera."  

Murray K. Hanna, Dec. 28, 1923- March 10, 2016.

Murray Hanna, a long-time member and supporter of 
the MES, passed away on March 10, 2016.  He was a 
northern Michigan boy from Harbor Springs that served in 
the Army Air Corps in WWII. He received his B.S. from 
Alma College and did his graduate studies at MSU.  He 
worked as an entomologist and plant pathologist for the 
Michigan Dept. of Agriculture from 1951-1986.  He was 
an expert on Spittlebugs (Cercopidae) and worked on Japa-
nese beetles and Gypsy Moths - two of our insect scourges 
in the state. He continued to work on insects after his 
retirement, and published up until 2013.  Murray's genial 
demeanor and soft humor was always appreciated. "Gentle-
man" is one word that comes to mind when I think of him. 

--Mark O'Brien
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2018 MES Meeting at The
Dow Gardens and Whiting

Forest in Midland, MI

The Dow Gardens and Whiting Forest plan to host the 
Michigan Entomological Society for the 2018 meeting.
Thursday, June 14th we will begin with an evening garden 
tour of the Dow Gardens, the estate of Herbert and Grace 
Dow. In June, the garden will feature annual flower 
displays throughout the grounds. The 1899 estate home and
historic bridges are among unique features on the property.
On Friday, the meeting will welcome guests to Whiting 
Forest of Dow Gardens for a sneak preview of the property
mid-renovations.  The meeting with be held as the first 
professional group to utilize the meeting space and our 
schedule will include a grounds and canopy tour.  
Signup, lodging, and schedule information are to follow.  
Any MES members who are interested in presenting, 
abstracts can be sent to Elly Maxwell, 
maxwell@dowgardens.org

Information on Whiting Forest of Dow Gardens 
property: The first piece of the Whiting Forest property 
was acquired by Herbert H. Dow, the founder of the Dow 
Chemical Company, and his wife Grace.  Herbert indulged 
in his favorite hobby by planting an extensive apple 
orchard and digging two ponds for irrigation, which remain
beautiful features in the forest.  Herbert and Grace had 
seven children. Their oldest son, Willard, eventually 
became the second president of the Dow Chemical 
Company. 

Ownership passed to Willard Dow. Upon his death, the 
property passed to his daughter Helen Dow Whiting, and 
her husband Macauley. The Whitings took great care to 
create a beautiful home for their six children and continued
the apple orchard. When the Whitings retired to Sun Valley
ID, they donated the property to the City of Midland. Now 
owned by the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation, it 
was opened to the public in 2004. 

Metcalfe Architecture & Design and Jonathan Alderson
Landscape Architects (of Philadelphia) began developing 
plans for construction in the summer of 2014.  Phase one 
will be completed in 2018 with a sneak preview and 
includes lodge renovations, canopy walk, a forest 
classroom, and planting of a four-zoned orchard.  The 
grand opening will take place in 2019.

….continued from page 8

There were 15 talks that covered the topics of bean 
bruchids, Xylosandrus germanus, Xyloterinus politus, 
Tribolium brevicornis, Tabanidae, orabatid mites, Euderces
picipes, Formica exsectoides, gypsy moth, green 
cloverworm, Malacosoma americanum, threatened and 
endangered species, and insect sex peptides.  Two incidents
that occurred in 1992 that impacted my career were the 
listing of the Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa 
samuelis) as an endangered species, and the discovery of 
the Eurasian pine shoot beetle (Tomicus piniperda) in the 
USA, including Michigan.  In 1992, MES annual dues 
were $10 per year for active members, $5 for students, and 
$25 for libraries. Journal page charges were $30/page. 

1967 – 50 years ago. In 1967, Fred Knight was Presi-
dent, Leslie Drew was President-Elect (but later was not 
able to serve), John Newman was immediate Past-Presi-
dent, Julian Donahue was the Executive-Secretary and 
Editor of the MES Newsletter, and Ron Wilkinson was the 
journal editor.  The 13th annual MES meeting was held at 
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor on 18 March 
1967. The program was not published in the MES Newslet-
ter, so I cannot list the topics covered.  

Our MES journal “The Michigan Entomologist” (now 
“The Great Lakes Entomologist”) started in 1966, but 
continued to publish volume 1 into 1969 (a total of 10 
issues, with 4 issues printed in 1967).  Publishing the 
newsletter changed in 1967 from doing everything in-
house using a mimeograph machine to using a commercial 
company for offset printing, folding, addressing, and mail-
ing.  

MES held various collecting field trips in 1967, includ-
ing Grand Mere Dunes, Warren Dunes State Park, prairies 
in Newaygo Co., and the George Reserve in Livingston 
County.  

T. H. Hubbell retired in 1967 as Director of the Muse-
um of Zoology at the University of Michigan. Dr. Samuel 
A. Graham died in 1967.  He was professor of Economic 
Entomology at the University of Michigan and author of 
“Principles of Forest Entomology.”  

As for business issues in 1967, MES applied for and 
was granted tax-exempt status by the IRS, obtained a non-
profit mailing permit from the US Postal Service, and 
made an agreement with University Microfilms to prepare 
and sell microfilm copies of the journal. MES dues in 1967
were $2 per year for regular members and $1 for students.
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